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Poem Analysis
Poem Topic: Hughes’ “Mother to Son”
Paraphrase the poem briefly.
“Mother to Son” poem is all about encouragement. A mother appears to be telling about her life; the hardships that she went through but still never gave up. Despite the life challenges that the mother came across in life, she still had a reason to keep on sojourning. Likewise, the son seems to be undergoing hardships in life just as the mother who is so concerned about her son’s future. The mother encourages the son to keep on walking and get determined to make it in life because there has to be ups and downs in life. 
Who is the speaker of the poem, and what is the tone? How does the tone impact the meaning of the poem?
The speaker of the poem is the mother and the tone used in the poem is that of optimism. The tone of optimism impacts the poem by encouraging the son and showing him that there is still some hope in life.
What is the style of the poem (diction, word choice, word order)? Is this the style significant to the poem? Why or why not?
The style of the poem is diction since it is written in a poetic language. It is the poetic language that sets the poem apart from the other types of speeches or writing. The phrasing, use of vocabulary and grammar is the one that is considered appropriate for poetry. 
The diction style is significant since it sets the poem apart from some other forms of speeches or writing.  
Does the poem make use of any figures of speech (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, etc.)? List an example or two. Is the use of figurative language significant to the poem? Why or why not?
The poem has employed the use of figures in speech. One of the figures in a speech that is employed is that of metaphor. Metaphor is employed at the instance where the mother’s life is compared to a staircase. 
The second figure of speech that is used in the poem is that of symbolism. Symbolism employs the use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. For instance, the staircase is used to signify hardships in life.  
The use of figurative language is significant in the poem since it helps in making a comparison. 
Does the poem make use of any sound effects (onomatopecia, alliteration, assonance, consonance, rhyme, internal rhyme, etc.)? List an example or two. Is the use of sound effects significant to the poem? Why or why not?
Yes, the poem makes use of some sound effects. For instance, assonance is used in the line “So boy, don’t you turn back (Hughes, Line 14).” assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds in the same line. Sound of /o/ in the example given.
Consonance; refers to the repetition of constant sounds in a certain line in a poem. For instance, the sound of /t/ and /r/ in the line “Where there ain’t been no light (Hughes, Line 13).”
The sound effect is significant to the poem because it sets a tone for the poem and also sets the poem apart from normal speech as well as generating emotions or enhancing the ideas. 
Does the poem make use of imagery or symbolism? Is the use of imagery or symbolism (or both) significant to the poem? Why or why not?
Yes, the poem makes use of imagery or symbolism. For instance, the use of the staircase to symbolise the hardships involved in life.  Symbolism is significant in this poem since it stresses on the message the mother is trying to convey to the son. 
What is the poem’s form/structure? Is this significant to the poem? Why or why not?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The poem’s structure or form is that of an informal pattern. This form is significant to the poem since the poem is supposed to mimic dialogue. The poem should illustrate how a mother would speak to her son. 
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